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SUBURBAN IMAGES
Stage Design: The stage has a runway that starts from stage left, extends out to
the audience, circles around to stage right and connects there. The lighting mainly
shows time of day. The scenery should be basic and abstract; no actual pictures or outlines,just shapes.

PRELUDE
Setting: Burger King. Downstage right stand Joshy and Jenny, two six-yearolds. Behind them seated at a table is Philly, Robby, and Casey (also six years old).
Downstage left is another table with Julie's mom and Seth's mom seated. All the
children are wearing Burger King crowns.
SETH'S MOM: Hi, how are you?
JULIE'S MOM: Goodness, I didn't even see you standing there! I'm fine, how
'bout yourself?
SETH'S MOM: I'm fine ~- away from the kids! How is your daughter Julie~
JULIE'S MOM: Oh, we're all just hanging in there.
SETH'S MOM: Yes, I know what it's like to have kids drive you up the wall.
Seth drives me up the wall all the time. Kids in general' are all annoying, and my Seth
is no exception to the rule. I'm sure you know what I am talking about.
JULIE'S MOM: Well, I can't say I do.
SETH'S MOM: You're a kidder!
Seth's mom laughs. Julie's momfeels uncomfortable.
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SETH'S MOM: So you're just hanging in, huh? What's your daughter Julie
doil"l to you?
JULIE'S MOM: My daughter Julie is doing nothing to me. (There is an awkward
paw~.) My husband's mother died just a couple of months ago.
SETH'S MOM: Oh! I didn't know ..J mean I knew she was sick, but I didn't
know she kicked the bucket. Poor guy. How's your family taking it?
JULIE'S MOM: Obviously Frank is really upset, coming up with the move and
all. It was a pretty hard blow to us, especially Frank because he is such a loving person,
but we'were all expecting it.
SETH'S MOM:
anyway.

I guess so, she was really dead si,x months before she died

JULIE'S MOM: Yes, yes she was; she was sick for a long time.
SETH'S MOM: How is your daughter Julie taking it? I bet she's only adding to
the aggravation.
JULIE'S MOM (disregarding the last comment): Well, it all takes time. Last
night she carne home crying. When I opened the door for her, she had forgotten the key,
I saw that someone had walked her home. It mllst have been a very kind boy, but she
wouldn't tell me who it was. I asked her if she wanted some warm milk, and some
cookies so we could talk, but she said .no and went to bed.
SETH'S MOM: ,How is the move coming along?
JULIE'S MOM: With the death, I think Frank is more eager to move, to start
over again. The transfer is only a few hours out of the state, but I guess he ... we all need
a change of pace.
'

kids.

SETH'S MOM: A break from the kids! That's what you need, a break from the
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JULIE'S MOM: No, I don't think so. Julie is our only child, and we are trying
to make the most of it the last few years before college. I always want to be there for
her, when she needs us.
They talk silently as attention shifts to stage right.
JOSHY: What time is your mommy picking you up, Jenny?
JENNY: I don't know. I don't know time yet.
JOSHY: Time? Time is the thing between two other things.
JENNY: I don't understand.
JOSHY: II's like, how long does it take to go from there to there.
JOHNNY:

I don't care.

JOSHY: But you have to. What happens if you don't go from there to there?
JENNY: I don't know.
JOSHY: You don't have time.
JENNY: You Gon't have time?
JOSHY: You don't have time.
JENNY (after a pause): I thought that was an excuse not to do something.
JOSHY: No, an excuse is when you say you have a headache.
JENNY (flirtatiously): You're so smart, Joshy! How do you know these things?
JOSHY: I know 'cause I saw my parents do it. II works every time. Hey! Look,
Jenny! There's your mommy!
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JENNY (calling out): Hi, Mommy!...! can't go home ....Why can't I go home? ...
'Came I have a headache, Mommy, that's why!. .. Ok, I'll come. I thought you said it
works every time.
.
JOSHY: I thought it did.
Joshy walks over to Philly, Casey, and Robby.
SETH'S MOM (already in conversation): Oh, my boy is fine. He stays to himself, the way I like it. He's a real quiet kid. He came home late the other night. We told
him ifhe came home late again we would send him to his grandmother's house for Easter
vacation. We are going to do that whether he's bad or not. It really doesn't make a difference, does it?
JULIE'S MOM (avoiding the question): Is Seth usually a bad boy?
SETH'S MOM: No, but this will make sure he stays in order.
JOSHY: Hi, dooods.
PHILLY: Y'know what would be really neat?
ROBBY: What?
PHILL Y: If this place was blown out of this world.
CASEY: Yeah!
ROBBY: Every. place?
CASEY: Yeah!
PHILL Y (hitting Casey): No, stupid, just this place.
CASEY (pausing cautiously): Yeah!
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JOSHY: Just this spot?
CASEY: Yeah!
JOSHY: I don 'tthink you can do that, Philly. And besides, it wouldn't be good.
Casey looks confused.
ROBBY: Yeah, I don't think it would be good either. My mommy said that she
would be upset if I was gone.
CASEY: Huh?
ROBBY: 'Cause ...well...I ...well... I don't know.
Philly climbs up on the table.
He looks like a six-year-old doing Shakespeare.
PHll..L Y: Just imagine, the entire world living, except me, and a few others.
wonder if they could go on without me? (Pausing.) Nah!
JOSHY: What time would that be, Philly?
PHILLY: There wouldn't be any time, Joshy, there wouldn't be any time!
CASEY: Yeah!
JOSHY: Oh.
ROBBY: I still don't think that would be neat.
PHILL Y: What do you know?
ROBBY: I know how to tie my shoe!
Everyone is flabbergasted!
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PHILLY: Uh, so?
CASEY: Yeah ...So?!
ROBBY: I can do anything I want.
PHILL Y (feebly): Oh, yeah?!
CASEY (now taking Robby's side): Yeah!
Robby undoes everyone's shoe laces and runs off stage.
Philly chases after him, but falls down.
PHILLY (to Casey): Well, just don't stand there! Chase him.
CASEY (gesturing wildly): But. ..I...well ... okay.
Casey exits with Ph illy following.
JOSHY: I still don't think you can blow the world up.
SETH'S MOM: Well, all I can say is a good vacation away from everyone will
do you a lot of good. (Joshy has approached' What do you want?
JOSHY: By any chance, do you know what time it is?
SETH'S MOM: Get out of here, kid.
JOSHY (gracious that she didn't hit him): Thank you very much.
Joshyexits.
SETH'S MOM: Just get a vacation away from the kids. or better yet, get rid of
your kids like I'm doing. Which reminds me, I have to get the tickets to the train to get
Seth out of here. Take care.
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JULIE'S MOM (sarcastically):

Yeah, and thanks for the advice.

BLACKOUT

ACT ONE
SCENE ONE
There is a blue background which looks like the sky. There is a light shining into
the audience, so all actors and actresses are silhouettes on stage. There is a baseball
placed stage left. There are five children on stage right: Brent, Amy, Julie, Pam, and
James. They are basically in a circle, some standing, some sitting. Their voices can be
heard, and so can laughs, and some shrills. Seth enters from stage right. He is carrying a suitcase. He tries to get their attention but nobody notices. He walks past them,
stops, looks, waves, and exits stage left. They continue talking for a while. The sound
of a plane crash is then heard. The children do not hear it. Then Pam, who is wearing
a mini-skirt notices the ball. She walks over to the baseball, and tosses it into the air a
few times. Nobody notices that she has left. You then see her throw the baseball off
stage. An "OUCH'" is yelled off stage. Brent, Amy, Julie and James look up.
Everybody's head turns slowly upward (Pam hit a tall person).
AMY: Wait, wait, I've seen what that guy is wearing before--that's a ...
JAMES: Duh, duh, duh ...
Pam has not moved an inch. Suddenly she looks at the audience
and slinks back in the group.
BREl\T:

Say it...

AMY: ...that's

a, well, it's

a, well, there are lots of TV shows about them ..

JAMES: Duh, duh, duh ...
JULIE: No, it's not the smurfs, Amy.
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BRENT: Say it, just say it, please: ..
AMY: Well, they are wearing blue.
JULIE: True, true, very true.
JAMES: Duh, duh, duh ...
PAM: Woops!
BRENT: Come on, just say it, damn it.
JULIE: They carry guns, Amy, come on .
.)

JAMES: A COP! DUH! DUH! DUH!
AMY: Wait, I got it, I got it... A COPI
. Pam runs off stage. everyone but James follows.
There is a total black out.
COP'S VOICE FROM OFF STAGE AS IF COMING FROM A WALKY
TALKY: Zero 0 one nine. Emergency, Emergency, I've been attac;l-ed by fifteen malicious kids, I've been hit by a baseball, I said I've been hit by a baseball...
SECRETARY (voice over): An emergency?
started this job next week, I don't know what to do!

Oh, no? Why couldn't I have

liGHTS FADE OUT.
COP'S VOICE:
obscenities ...

They all escaped, all but one that is, and he is screaming

James's DUHs become apparent aRain.
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SECRETARY: Okay, okay,just take a deep breath, Louise, that's it. Now what
do I do, call the national guard. Now, where's the phone ... oh no, oh my ... oh, here it is;
da, do, da doo, doo, da, do (dialing a phone). Mr. President, this is an emergency. There
are Russian soldiers, armed, armed, armed with baseballs and they're throwing them at
our policemen, and screaming obscenities ...
Sirens and 11Ulrchingsoldiers (noises) become apparent.
SOUND FADE OUT.

SCENE TWO: THE COURT ROOM
When the lights turn back on, we find ourselves in a courtroom.
The judge's bench (a chair and large desk) is center stage.
The jury sit stage left on chairs they have brought on themselves.
A stenographer sits on the right side of the desk.
All witnesses, defendants, prosecutors, etc., stand downstage right.
JUDGE: Hear ye, hear ye, order in the court, order in the court. Please proceed.
SECURITY COP (Bailiff): The Judge William Bentley Orax Charles Barthalomew Expum the Seventh would like order in the court. If he has to ask again, he
will sentence each and every one of you to stand in a comer for thirty minutes. The trial
.will proceed.
MAN: And then that cop came right up to me and arrested me without reading
me my rights. It's not... (his voice isfading while the judge speaks.)
JUDGE: Stenographer, strike that from the notes.
MAN: ...fair that he just comes up and arrests me like that. I'm telling you it's
illegal to ...
JUDGE: Stenographer, strike that, too, from the notes.
MAN: (voice is fading) arrest a man just like that... What?
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SILENCE.
JUDGE: Continue.
MAN: What? That's not fair! Everything you don't like said you have striked
from the writings.
SILENCE (While the judge considers).
JUDGE:

Strike that from the writings.

MAN: See? You did it again. Stop that.
JUDGE:

..'

Stop what?

MAN: Everything you don't like said you have stricken from the writings.
JUDGE: That's not true. (Sideways to the secretary.)
from the writings again, Ms. Penelope ...

Strike what he just said

MAN: You see, HE DID IT AGAIN!
JUDGE: Mr. Thoingood, the court has found you guilty on the charges that you
did run the stop sign at the comer Qf .••
MAN: That's not true! I did not stop. I mean I did stop. And then ...
JUDGE: Strike what he said, Stenographer, thank you.
MAN: You did it again!

parole.

JUDGE:

Therefore, you will be sentericed for life-time imprisonment with no

MAN: Wait, listen. Just listen to me, please, you gotta listen to me. The worst
thing I have ever done is dropped a piece of dental floss off the Empire State Building
to see how long it takes to fall...
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JUDGE: Oh, wonderful! Double his sentence. Send on the next trial.
MAN: WelI, welI, welI, it ain't over till the fat lady sings!
STENOGRAPHER:

(She lets out a loud note in song I)

SECURITY COP: WelI, there's about five children on trial next.
JUDGE: Good heavens! What on earth did they do?
SECURITY COP: Uh, it says here, (reading) uh, they almost caused a third world
war, they ran away from home, and it says here that Amy forgot to feed the dog.
JUDGE: My word. That's terrible! Has the dog been fed?
SECURITY COP: It doesn't say ...
JUDGE: Oh, my, welI send them in then, send them on in.
The children enter.
SECURITY COP: Please raise your right hand.
The children raise their right hands. however, they are handcuffed
so both hands raise!
JUDGE: The court has found you guilty of contempt of court. Fine: $100.00.
B~NT:

But we've got handcuffs ....

SECURITY GUARD: Do you promise to telI the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?
Answering one at a time.
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JULIE: Yes.
AMY: What?
JAMES: YEAH!
BRENT: Yo.
AMY: Julie, what did he say?
PAM: I suppose so.
SECURITY GUARD: Uh, please just answer 'yes' or 'no.'
Answering ai[.at once.
JULIE: Yes.
AMY: NO!
JAMES: YEAH!
BRENT: YES.
PAM: Sure, why not?
, AMY: Well, I really don't care, if youjust give me a few minutes to visit the
ladies room ...
Brent smacks her.
AMY: Yes.
JUDGE: Thank you. Let us see. It says here you are being charged with attempting a nuclear war. Is this true?
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ALL BUT AMY: NO!
AMY: So what?
JUDGE: Young lady, I wonder if you would like to spend a night in jail?
AMY: What's for breakfast? I must have a muffin.
Brent nudges Pam.
PAM: I'm responsible, sir.
JUDGE: What? But you're only a girl.
PAM: So I knocked the cop's front teeth out...
BRENT: Let me explain, it was only an accident. She founa the ball and ...

JUDGE: Bailiff, please get me some coffee. And what is this about you children
running away?
BRENT: I can explain that, too. Seth and us all used to ... well, there used to be
six of us. (Pause) His name was ... Seth ...
All but the Uli/drenfade away, taking away their own props.
The judge has help taking away his desk.
Brent does not stop talking; ihe dialogue goes straight into scene three.

SCENE THREE: OUTSIDE JAMES'S HOUSE
Seth enters and joins the group.
The group takes off their handcuffs, and then they freeze
. Thefreeze breaks after Brent stops talking.
BRENT: I never really liked him until, he... until he was already gone. I don't
know why 1 really hated him so much. He was always sO...so kind when it came to
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things. I guess I hated him because I envied him so much, but even then I was glad I
wasn't him.
SETH: So, what's for tonight, Brent?
BRENT: I don't know Seth, why don't you ask one of the others?
SETH: I...
PAM: Hey, Seth! Guess what?
SETH: I don't know, Pam.
PAM: Ileamed to play baseball today.
SETH: That's good, Pam. Who taught you?
PAM: James.
JAMES: Icouldn't believe it. I tossed her the ball, and she hit it out of the yard.
AMY: However, my mom and dad weren't so pleased.
James chuckles.
PAM: I hit the ball and it landed in Amy's yard.
AMY: And ...
PAM: And, uh ...Well, it uh ...
AMY: It kinda smashed through the window and into my dad's bowl of soup.
He thought it was a matzo ball.
.
JAMES: When he found it was a baseball... (he stops talking because he is laughing so much).
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PAM: He ran outside, saw James and chased him all the way home!
They all start to laugh except Julie.
JULIE: I visited my grandmother's grave ....
Brent cuts Julie off by acident, but does not notice.
BRENT: Let's get something to eat.
They all start to walk stage right
They enter on the runway and walk to the middle,
where the rest of the action takes place .
. Julie leaves reluctantly.
Seth seems to make motions as to talk to Julie,
but doesn't know what to say.
JAMES: And they set off down the road in search of a place to eat. Meanwhile
an old wicked lady hid behind the tree to scare the innocent children.
JULIE: Enough, James.
JAMES: What?
SETH: She said 'enough,' James.
BRENT: Hey, Seth, I heard your mom talking about you ,when I was working at
the supermarket today.
There is silence. Seth doesn't answer.
BRENT: I heard her say she caught you masturbating in your bedroom.
Everyone but Julie laughs.
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SETH: What?
BRENT: You heard. Don't try to deny it, Seth.
SETH: That's not true!

BRENT: Liar! Go ask the other mothers. One of them was your mom, Julie.
roUE:

Shut up, Brent.

AMY (trying to change the subject): Hey, have you heard that new song by The
Psychopaths, "Dance with a Catatonic?"

.)

Silence.
Julie's expression of disgust of the topic becomes apparent .
JAMES: My rna asked me if I was on drugs today.
PAM: Oh, really?
BRENT (laughing): Can't imagine why.
JAMES: Well, I had to lie. I said 'yes.'
BRENT: You said what?
JAMES: I told her I was on drugs.
AMY: I don't understand.
PAM: Why?
JAMES: Now I have an excuse for my low grade point.
SETH: Wasn't she mad?

1988

77

JAMES: I don't know. I asked her. She said she had to talk to my dad rust.
AMY: Oh, I understand.
BRENT: You do?
AMY: Yes. She had to ask his father first because their house is a bi-partisan
democracy. We studied that in Government. Imagine Congress as a housewife with
blonde wavy hair, and the House as a cigar-smoking husband. Together they can ....
JAMES: So, how 'bout them Tigers ....
JULIE (cutting off James): I think I'll be going home now.
PAM: Why--don't you feel well?
JULIE: Sure. L.don't feel so hot right now.
Julie turns and heads the other direction. They both split
with the kids looking very confused over Julie.
SETH: I'll go with her.
Seth runs to the other side of the stage to where Julie is.
The group exits. Seth and Julie remain.
They start to walk.
SETH: You're not very talkative tonight.
No answer.
SETH: You're not very talkative tonight.
JULIE: Why do you say that?
SETH: Is something wrong, Julie?
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JULIE: No.
Pause.
SETH: Are you sure?
Julie looks at Seth.
JULIE: How come you take so much from Brent?
SETH: What?
JULIE: You heard.
SETH: I don't understand.
JULIE: Why do you let Brent treat-you the way he does? Why do you let him
PUSH you around?
Pause.
SETH: I never really noticed he was that mean to me.
JULIE: Then you're incredibly stupid. Can't you see him laughing at you? Can't
you see him make us laugh at you?
SETH: I always try ...
JULIE: He's always laughing at you ...
SETH (patiently): I always try to ...
JULIE: ...talking behind your back...
SETH: I said ...
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JULIE: It's been a long week.
SETH: Tell me about it.
JULIE: You've been having a bad week, too?
SETH: Not any worse than it's been my whole life ...
JULIE (quietly): My grandmother died.
SETH: What?
JULIE: My grandmother passed away.
SETH: I, I, I'm :.orry.
JULIE: That's why I haven't been around so much lately.
SETH: You haven't hung around us in over a month and a half.
Julie faces Seth. looking for comfort. looking for trust.
JULIE: Six months ago my grandmother had a stroke.
SETH:
known 1...

God, I didn't know, why didn't you tell anyone?

I'm sorry. If I had

JULIE: Listen to me! I've been wanting to get this off my chest for a while. Let
me ... Just let me speak.
Pause. Julie takes a deep breath to go on with.
JULIE: Last month my grandmother had a stroke. She never quite fully
recovered from it, and spent the rest of her days in bed.
Grandmother was always kind of a wild one, wild for a grandmother, that is. Mom
said that she loved to dance. On Thursday nights there was always a big dance at the
club. It would be a ritual. She would come down the stairs and ask my grandfather if
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he would want to go dancing. He would say 'No, I'll watch the kids.' Grandma would
go back upstairs. A few minutes later she would descend the stairs wearing lots of jeweiry and her dancing clothes. Her friends said she looked like a gypsy.
Pause.
JULIE: She loved to dance.
After the stroke she was in bed. She lost control of her left side, and her mouth.
She had to be spoon fed, and she couldn't talk; all she could do was make little moaning noises; she sounded so painful.
Pause.
JULIE: My mom said she was the last one of her friends. The last of that genera.)

tion .

Last time I saw her she looked like she was in so much pain. Her breathing pattern was irregular, she would give four short breaths, and then a long one. (She imitates.)
It was the fIrst time I've seen my father cry, I think. A week after that she passed away.
It's strange. (She laughs nervously.) I saw her in the coffIn--she was beautiful,
as if she was really at peace. Her face was no longer contorted, but relaxed. She was
beautiful; she was dressed in white, with a veil over her face, as if she was going to be
married, not buried. I guess she had been engaged to death for a long time.
Brent and company show up. They eavesdrop.
SE1H: I am really sorry, honestly, Julie.
JULIE: I go outside to see if I can feel her in the air, to see if she is part of the
universe, but I never feel any different. All I know is that she is dead. My grandmother
is dead. I just wish everything would ~top.
SE1H: Don't keep saying ....
BRENT (calling out): The world doesn't stop for your grandmother, Julie!
JULIE: No, but I take a break from the world!
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SETH: Leave her alone, Brent!
BRENT: Shut up, Seth.
JULIE: I'm leaving.
SETH: Julie! Wait!
Julie Exits.
SETH: Brent...
Not knowing what to say he shuts up. Seth exits from a different side.
BRENT: Wimp.
JAMES: Why don't you cool it a little bit.
BRENT: Shut the heck up, James.
PAM: I didn't know.
AMY: Why didn't she tell anybody?
JAMES: I guess she didn't want the attention.
BRENT (to Amy): What the heck do you know?

PAM: My cat died last year.
Brent gives her a cold look. She turns her back to them and continues.
Brent stares out into the distance.
PAM: She climbed into our neighbors' garage, while they were pulling out. She
crept in. The garage door closed and she was trapped. Our neighbors had gone on vacation, for a month. That whole month I looked all over the place. I swore I heard pur-

1988

85

BAILIFF: Shut up!
JUDGE: Bailiff, you are being fined for contempt of court.
BAILIFF: But 1...
JUDGE: Continue.
BRENT: So after they left us, we decided to go out for ice cream.
JUDGE: Ice cream?
BRENT: Ice cream.
Judge confers with stenographer, stenographer gets excited.
AMY: So we were in the middle of this great friendship crisis when ...
JUDGE: Due to the ...uh ...lack of time to decide upon the precedents of ...uh, running away ...the tribunal will recess until further ice cream is eaten ... uh ...until about an
hour from now.
Judge bangs gavel
. The jury cheers!
BAILIFF: Let's eat!
Everyone exits taking their props and seats, etc.

SCENE TWO· Outside courtroom
Amy and Pam are on either side, looking out. Brent and James, center stage
. Julie walks the long way off.
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BRENT: I'm going for a smoke, anyone coming?
JAMES: Smoke?
BRENT: I said I'm going for a smoke. Anyone want to come?
JAMES: But, Brent. ..
BRENT: I said I'm going for a smoke. Coming?
JAMES: But, Brent, you don't smoke.
Brent looks at him and leaves.
"THE CHANT"
JAMES: Can you believe that?
AMY: Hey, Pam! Guess what I heard!
JAMES: Brent smokes!
PAM: What?

JAMES: When did he start? Who has he been hanging around with? Why does
he smoke?
AMY: John cheated on his girlfriend Nancy.
PAM: Noooooo! Not Nancy!
AMY: Yes, and Nancy just set her brother, Spike, out to get him.
Amy walks over to Pam. James walks forward.
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JAMES: Why would Brent do this? Where does he buy his cigarets? Does his
dad know?
PAM: Hey, look! There's Spike.
AMY: Really? What's he doing, I don't have my glasses on.
PAM: It looks like he is carrying a....
AMY: A?
PAM: ...a.....a...
AMY: A what, Pam, a what?!
JAMES: I should have never let Brent out of my sight! Is this my fault?
PAM: A baseball bat!
They both gasp.
JAMES: Yes! It is my fault! I have let my friend tum into ....A BURN-OUT!
PAM: Is John anywhere in sight?
AMY: I don't see anyone.
PAM: Wait! Who's that person over there?
AMY: Oh, that's just the judge eating his ice cream.
PAM: And what is that in that tree?
AMY: Where?
PAM: There! Hiding on top of the tree?
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JAMES: My life is ruined! Brent's parents will never respect me again!
AMY: That's John! And, hey, look! There's Spike. Wait, that's not a baseball
bat Spike is holding, that's an axe!
PAM: What's he doing? I can't see!
AMY: He's shaking that tree! Yes. he's definitely shaking the tree. There goes
John, floating down like a feather.
PAM: Go on, go on, tell me what you see!
AMY: I'm trying, now, please. Oh my, oh MY, OH MY!
PAM: What! What! What! Tell me!
AMY: Wait! There's a truck in the way! Get out of the way! Get out of the
way! Get! out! of ... it's no use. It's parked ...
JAMES: Oh, woe is me! What am I going to do?

Amy and Pam looA.at each other, after hearing James.
PAM: What's wrong with James?
AMY: I don't know, maybe it's stomach cramps.
PAM: But he's. a boy ..
AMY: Oh, yeah. Well, you can never be sure. We all thought yoiJ were a boy
when you fIrst came to this school. Your hair was so short!
PAM: Oh, that's just like you to say something obnoxious on a nice day.
AMY: I was just telling you the truth, Pam.
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PAM: Thanks, I'll do without it, bitch.
AMY: What?
PAM: I said I have an itch.

said.

AMY: Listen, I might be a bitch, but at least I don't go around denying what I

PAM: You want to hear what I said? I'll tell you what I said. Bitch! Bitch!
Bitch! Now are you satisfied?
AMY: Oh, that does it.
Amy and Pam start cursing at each other at the same time.
James speaks over them. It is imperative that the mainfocus
be on James. However, Pam and Amy's actions
should be able to support the scene.
JAMES (does not talk untii Amy says counterattacking the ....): What am I going
to do? Is it my fault? Should I haved watched him more? Am I my Brent's keeper?
Amy, Amy! Help me (Amy grabs Pam's hair and starts to pul/)
What am I going
to do?
Pam! Pam? Are you listening? (Pam starts to claw Amy's face while her
hair is being pulled.) I can't believe this! -Is anybody listening to me? Hello? What
am I? Just an atom floating around in a universe that doesn't care about him? Is that
how Brent is? Does anyone know who Brent is? Does anyone care who Brent is?
Bailiff enters
BAILIFF: Children, you're late.
Pam and Amy stop fighting. James watches them.
PAM: Well, I'm glad I got that out of my system.
AMY: Me, too. Here's some of your hair back.
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PAM: Thanks. I think I have some of your skin under my nails. I'll give that
back to you later.
AMY: Thanks. Are we ready?
Amy puts her arm out for Pam. Pam takes it.
They walk backstage where the courtroom is coming back on.
JAMES: I don't believe this!
Brent, James, the jury, etc. take their places.
BAILIFF: The children are present, Your Honor.
)

JUDGE: I know, I know, I'm not stupid you know, I am a judge. (Mumbling)
Where did I put my glasses? (Addressing a coat rack) Now, where were you?
Bailiff hands glasses to Judge.
JUDGE: Oh, terribly sorry. Now, where were you children?
PAM: We were busy.

move?

JUDGE:

Very well. Now, Julie, your parents said you were moving. Did you

JULIE: Yes, we moved a week later, after I had that talk with Seth.
JUDGE: Then how come, a week later, you were caught with them?
JAMES: We didn't even know she had left.
JUDGE: Did anyone know?
JAMES: No one knew!
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JUDGE: Order! Please, Julie, answer the question.
JULIE: Seth knew. Seth was the only one that knew. Seth knew a lot of things
he never talked about, like about Brent, and myself. I ended up with them because I ran
away. I hitchhiked to Seth's house. He was packing.
Courtroom fades - Julie walks to Seth who is stage right.
He is packing a suitcase.
JULIE: Why are you packing?
SETH: My parents are sending me to my Grandmother's.
JULIE: Why?
SETH: I don't know why. They said I was a bad boy.
JULIE: What did you do?
SETH: I don't know why, they just said I was a bad boy.
JULIE: Seth, (laughs nervously) didn't they tell you why? Didn't you ask?
SETH: I did ask them.
JULIE: And what did they say?
SETH: Nothing.
JULIE: Seth, I know you aren't stupid. You must have at least a vague notion
why they are sending you away. Tell me.
Seth doesn't answer.
JULIE: Seth, what's wrong with you? You're not like this.
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SETH: What do you know? Everyone thinks they know me. They don't know.
You can't know! I hate you! I hate you for what you stand for. I hate you for thinking
that I never have a problem at home. You make me sick.
JULIE: Seth, what are you doing? You've never acted like this before. It's not
right! Tell me ....
SETH: Right! What do you know about right and wrong? You ran away from
home! What could you know?
Julie exits.
SETH: How could she understand? Everyone talks, nobody says anything.
Everybody talks, nobody listens. I listen. I am the only one who damned listens to
things. How can she understand? How can she understand!? That bitch. Don't come
back, you hear? Don't come back.
Seth goes back to packing.
Brent enters. He is outside
This is symbolized by him walking on the runway.
BRENT:
would kill me.
that right, only
minute. I can't

Okay, so it's 12 o'clock now. Dad said if I wasn't home by 12:15 he
I can stop by James's until 12:10, it takes four minutes to get home, is
four minutes? Yeah, so I'n leave at 12:10; that will give me an extra
be home late, my dad will kill me.

SETH: Screw them! I'll go to them tomorrow. I wonder if they'll miss me? I'll
see tomorrow. I think .. I think ... I don't think they. care. I don't think they care! They
never talk to me anyways. Why would they care? They don't like me. They don't like
me because of Brent.
Seth finishes packing and slams shut the suitcase.
Seth exits.
BRENT: Did I say 12:15? Maybe he said 12 o'clock.
By 12: 15 I can find my pillow outside, he said. Woops.

He did say 12 o'clock.
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Brent starts to run, but stops.
BRENT: Always! This always happens to me. I try my hardest to make it home
on time. but every time I always screw up.
Crook enters.
CROOK: Stick it up kid. Give me all your money!
Brent bashes him. Crook runs away scared.
BRENT: Always me! Why me? Why not James? Or Seth! Why not someone
I don't know? (Pause.) 'Cause I deserve it. A divorced family and a step father that
beats me. I deserve it. Couldn't happen to anyone ...nicer. But I try! Don't I get any-thing for trying?
Beach ball flies into Brent's head from offstage.
BRENT: I guess not. Nothing goes my way. until something goes wrong, and
then it's me. (He notices Seth' shouse.) Seth's house ....The kid lives a perfect life, like
Bambi in Vietnam. He deserves something bad to happen to him. He can handle a
boxing father. HE can handle a pecking mother. He can take a few bruises ...Seth ...Who
am I kidding? No one deserves that.
I deserve it! I deserve these punishments. these guilt trips! Like the time I hurt
my brother. I should suffer because I made him a c.ipple! I should suffer for scarring
him for life ...Never mind the scars that will lay Oil my mind the rest of my life, never
mind me. I meant to do it. I MEANT TO DO IT! .... in the kitchen there was a pot of
boiling water ..J didn't see it. I DIDN'T SEE IT. I walked by to pick up a dish cloth for
my mom. it must have fallen on the floor. I wanted to pick it up so... no one would slip
on it or something. I didn't want my mom to slip on it and fall down! I walked to the
stove unaware my kid brother was behind me. When I bent down to pick up the dishcloth
my bag slipped and hit the pot. The pot went flying. I heard a gong noise ..J turned
around and I saw the pot on my brother. There were shrills coming from him. The pot
had landed on his head ...The water was pouring down him, scalding him ....his arms were
waving in the air...as if it was a Three Stooges movie ....but the screams. they kept coming. and coming •... and I couldn't move.
My mom came in running, with her hands pulling out her hair. She blamed it on
me. My brother had third degree burns on his face. Imagine your head being stuck in
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BRENT: If I go home, I'll be killed.
JULIE: Ahhh, that's a good reason for not going home.
BRENT: You're beginning to sound like Seth.
JULIE: They don't care, do they?
Pause.
BRENT: How did you know?
Pause.

wrong.

JULIE: They only care when you come home late, or when you do something

BRENT: Or when he needs a punching bag.
JULIE: You never talk, you never say what you're feeling. (Pause. as Julie waits
for an answer.) It's okay, I suppose. We are all like that, in our own ways.
BRENT: That's not true. Pam and Amy talk.
JULIE: Do they?
BRENT (after a moment of thought): Ok, I guess you're right.
Lights change symbolizing break from night to dawn as Julie and Brent talk
. James enters, and soon Pam and Amy; there is mumbling and laughter.
This is a repeat of the first scene, until after ball is thrown.
Fade to courtroom.
JULIE: And that is what happened.
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JUDGE: But what about Seth?
BRENT: None of us saw Seth before he left. Today we read the papers. There
was a plane crash. We saw his face in the IN MEMORY OF column. He didn't even
tell us he was leaving.
Julie looks off aside as there is silence.

JUDGE: So that was a nice story and all, but what was the point?
AMY: Let me explain ...
BRENT: The point was that we were all so involved in ourselves, we forgot to
notice everyone else around us.
Silence.

JUDGE: Oh, in that case .... Wait a minute. Bailiff, what is the charge for not
caring?
BAILIFF: I don't care.
JUDGE: What?
BAILIFF: Uh, jeez, I don't know, Judge.
JURY MEMBERS: Make them pay! Throw them in jail! Lock them up forever!
'

Judge bangs the gavel.

JUDGE: Unfortunately, I think I'm going to have to let this one slide. I must
admit that I don ' t understand what the story has to do with the charges, therefore I will
let you go. I hope you have all learned your lesson.
ALL: Lesson?
JUDGE: Why, yes, it's obvious.
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BRENT: What?
JUDGE: That you've all been ignoring each other. Excuse me, I'm late for my
golf match.
PAM and AMY (together): Huh?
JULIE: Yes.
BRENT: Yo.
JAMES: What did he say?
Pause.
BAILIFF (while leaving): Well, at least some of you learned a lesson.
PAM, AMY & JAMES: What?
(Together)
PAM: I'm tired.
AMY: Let's get outa here.
JULIE: I'm glad it's over.
BRENT: Thanks for everything, Julie.
JAMES: Let's eat!
Pause; they all laugh.
Seth appears in a strange light in the judge's seat.
They all turn their backs on him unnoticed and start to exit.
One by one they all turn around to get one last look at the courtroom.
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They pay their tributes to their deadfrielld. Seth.
They exit (Amy and Pam first. then James, Julie alld thell Brent).
Seth turns his back and exits opposite direction.
The End.

